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" He appeared to me," says Russell, " a man of extra-
ordinary ability, whereas he was a very industrious,
plodding fellow of average attainments."

He asked Russell if he intended to remain at school
work all his life.

"You have only to learn shorthand, study composi-
tion and style, and send in articles to papers and
magazines regardless of rejection. If you put your
heart and soul into it, I ani certain you will do well ;
you can keep your terms and go to the Bar just
the same."

At the end of his first term at Kensington School,
Russell was informed that the arrangement with the
junior mathematical master would not be continued.
Under his cousin Robert's advice he therefore applied
himself to writing, and sent innumerable stories and
papers to magazines and journals, besides learning
shorthand. The editor of a sporting review accepted
a paper on trout fishing, enclosed three guineas, and
promoted Russell to the seventh heaven by suggesting
that he should write again. A story of an adventure
with the Irish police, founded, it must be confessed, on
an experience when Russell was a tutor in County
Leitrim, was accepted by a highly respectable magazine,
and a more ambitious tale was returned by Bentlcy,
with a request that the author would cut it down and
submit it again. Such small or partial successes had
all the significance which belong to early attempts, and
Russell could remember the details of them in his old
age when a great deal of vastly more important
achievements had slipped from his memory.

In spite of his labours his purse became even lighter
than before. But fortunately J. T. Delane, the editor
of the Times, had not forgotten his services in Ireland
the year before, and learning that he had quickly